


Introductiaon

Announced on Mag 12, 1338 at the Hational
Computer Conference 1n Anaheim., California
and shipped to dealers in June

Became awvailable in limited quantities at
Fetail inm the fall of 12348, but 1t wasn't
until =spring 1231 that wvolume shipments
began

A revised S-wolt edition was i1ntroduced in
the fall of 1321, intended to address
numerous problems

A redesigned and greatly improwved model.,

the Apple III+ was introduced 1n December
1323



SpaCs

SdnerTek 63HZA processor at 2 MH=z
123K EAM ¢ later 236K 2, supporting up to 512K
Oisplay: Color Composite, Digital AREGE

1& Colors at 288 = 132, 16 Shades at S6@ x
132 C=zame in B~W 2

2 text modes: 48 column., 28 column. 48 column
colored text (each letter, and each
background could be ang of 16 colorsaa

1 Internal 148K S.257 floppd driwe
Minmimal EOM code

lzer—-definable character =ets



Forts: 2 Serial. 1 external floppd
s ypporting up to 3 external Disk ~-~7
Floppy driwves

Sound: &-bit audio out

Internal Expansion: 4 =lots, electrically
compatible with Apple II =slots=

Apple II mode: emulates a 43K Apple 11

¥72B8@E (i1nmitial price?, rewvised III:
F+3495, III+: $Fz2995



Mor=t. Apple. Euver.,

CAppleMatters.com This Meek in Apple History
FPodcast: MWorst. Apple. Ewer . 2



Lhat did Apple think?

“It Just wasn"t a good enough machine and 1t

had =a mang flaws from the =start that when

we reintroduced 1t we should hawve called i1t
the Apple IW.™

- Moz

“"CHWMe lostd infinmnite, incalculable amounts. ™
- Steve Jobs=s



“""The Apple III was kind of like a baby
concelved during a group orgd., and Claterl
evergybody had this bad headache and there's this
basztard child., and SyerdJdone sads. '"ITt'=s not
mine. '™

- Randy MWigginton

It would be dishonest for me to =it here and
zad 1t '= perfect.”™
- Mike Markkula



Case [Desi19n

Heawy cast aluminum case intended to act as
a heat =sink

Designed by Stewe Jobs without consulting
the engineering Lteam

Fan—-free desian becauyse Jobs felt fans were
"molsy and inelegant”™

o Led to board failure brought on by owerheating.

Forced the engineers to redesign the board
lagyout to Fit the case

M Factyred that 11
mggg gﬁg? b CﬁSEED a tam bi DFNE =



Eoard Desi14an

Oue to the redesian forced by Jobs=s. board
traces were too close together. leading to
shorting

MHon—-gold connectors

Flaw in manufacturer "= Flux washing
process led to corrosion

Froblems with sockets led to chips
loo=sening during Lransport

o 28% of all Apple <7 -"= shipped in 1328 arriwved DO0A



Clock Chip

CAppleMatters.com This Week 1in Apple History
Fodcast: “Mhat Time I= ItY I Hawe Ho Idea - 1
=2 An Apple III7T 2



MHational Semiconductor clockscalendar
chip began failing

Month wowld show as 77777, hour would
often go to T3 or 487 before rolling
aver

Apple remowved the chip on all <7 "= after
Februargy 1221, offered rebates

Later started selling a separate “upgrade
kKit™ Ffor #*54

Ho explanation was ewver gluven



Softuare

lery little software was readd when the
So0 shipped

o Ui=siCalc #-+ was the onluy third-party application
available for sewveral months.

o Apple "= own word processor. Apple Writer <7 didn 't =ship
until Fall 1581

Early wversions of 505 and Business BARASIC
mere buggy. S05 was a memory hog



Fascal wasn "t released until late 139331,
COBOL anmd Fortranm repeatedly missed =hip
dates

The “DOewveloper Froblem™ - who wants to
develop for a buggg machine™

S05 was considered complicated and hard
to use

o U=zers took to propouncing it 5-0-5" rather than “sauce™
as Apple had hoped



UUnderpoweraedy

Mis=sing features uwusers felt should come 1n
a business-class personal computear

Mo inmtermnal hard driwve

Mo FPascal or other high-lewel language 1in
FOM

Mo high-resolution color monitor to take
advantage of improwved graphical specs and
in-built REGE

Ho &e28B88 chip



hen 1= emulation not
emulation’

AN emulation mode was included to allow
Users access Lo the Apple Il = zoftware
libraryg

Emulation regquirement seriously limited
Sander s options for dewvelopment (e5EHZ2 ws
ESEAEAEA, etc

Additional circuitrg was added to limit
emdlation capability

o Hndaccess to extended memory., improwved graphics or S28-column
modes

Apple wanted users to think of the << as
a "=serilious” computer

Oidn "t want to cut into Apple 11 =ales

Mant to plagy gamesy Get an Apple I1



=05 and FrobOos

o Mang concepts and technigues i1ntroduced 1n
S05 liwe on 1 FrobDOS

o Frefixes and Pathnames

o Second block of a FrobOdS boot disk
contains Apple A7 505 boot loader

o Evergthing 1=z wiewed as a dewvice

o Maost expansion cards made for the II canm be made to work
wmith the -~~~

o Oevice driwver and fit



Discontinuation

Apple tried to rewviwve the <7 with the
S5+ but sales remained fFlat

Steve Jobs had already decided that
Macintosh represented the future of Apple

Apple <7 linme quietly di=scontinued on
ApPril 24, 1324

Final estimated insztalled base was V5., HHH
CED.EHEER Apple S plus 18,888 <7575+
machines )



Life After Oeath

o l=zer groups and magazines

o Mashington Apple Pi., Call-A.P.FP.L.E.. On Three continued to
provide support long after Apple killed the #-7~7

o On Three was the only zource for the 512K memorg boards and
other -+ add—-ons and hardware post-Apple

o Sun RFemarketing

o Oid the =zame thing theg would do later with Lisa hardware

o A= late a=s 123935, youw couwld get a mnicely ouktfitted A7 For
le==s than 564



Todag " = Apple <77

o Emulation

MESS and SAEA

o Hardware FProjects

Appleid List
CFFA

Oisk II on a <~~~



Fecommended Eeading
And Onlinme REesources

Maszhington Apple Pi

Apple << Archiwe OWD and Apple << in 18 EZ Les=saons 0OUDO

Appled.aorg

Appleid-L mailing list

Call-A.F.F.L.E.


http://www.wap.org/a3
http://news.altair.com/mailman/listinfo/apple3-l
http://news.altair.com/mailman/listinfo/apple3-l
http://news.altair.com/mailman/listinfo/apple3-l
http://applearchives.org/apple/

